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President’s Report

In my “rookie” year as your MAWD President several
initiatives we have been working on have come to fruition.
Last year we told you that Dennis Kral from the Pelican
River WD was appointed as the new Education/Training
Committee chair for MAWD.  He got right to work and
after the appointment of an entirely new committee, set
about working with the committee to figure out what type
of training was needed for our managers and staff.

The committee established a “Leadership Workshop” in
mid-September for managers and key staff geared
towards financial and legal issues, roles and responsibilities
of managers and staff, and additional board dynamics
training.  The training was very successful with over fifty
watershed district officials in attendance.

I would like to thank Dennis and the Education/Training
Committee for all of their hard work in putting this impor-
tant training workshop together.

Another important initiative that we have started this year
is joint meetings with the leadership of the Association of
Minnesota Counties, the Minnesota Association of Soil &
Water Conservation Districts, and MAWD. These
meetings are designed to discuss issues of common
concern and determine how we can work together for the
benefit of all. We were all very pleased with the results of
the first meeting and are looking forward to meetings in
the near future.

The 2009 Legislative Session went extremely well for
watershed districts. Our lake drawdown bill advocated by
MAWD was passed requiring 75% approvals from
landowners and was signed by the governor. The capital
investment bill passed with significant increase in bonding
for the Flood Hazard Mitigation.

Legislation dealing with county approval of watershed
districts levies was not heard in either body, but was
introduced as amendments on both floors of the legisla-
ture.  Fortunately, both amendments were defeated. We’ll
have to continue to keep a close watch on this legislation
to ensure it does not pass. There were also a number of
other initiatives and bills effecting watershed districts.

These items are outlined in our legislative update in this
annual report.
I want to thank all of those who attended the MAWD Day
at the Capitol and Legislative Breakfast for your support of
our legislative needs. The turnout was terrific and your help
in taking our message to the legislature was very much
appreciated!

The 2009 MAWD Summer Tour was hosted by one of our
newest watershed districts, the Shell Rock River Water-
shed District located in Freeborn County. This new
watershed district’s programming was very impressive, not
only because the district has only been in existence six
years, but because of the amount of work they have
accomplished already and are working on at this time.
Projects include carp fish barriers, storm water manage-
ment BMP implementation, water quality monitoring, lake
improvement project planning, flood mitigation projects, rain
gardens, rules promulgation, and strong local partnerships
with the City of Albert Lea, Freeborn County, Freeborn
County SWCD, Mower County SWCD, and other local
watershed districts. Truly impressive work.

Warren Seykora, past president of MAWD and member of
the Wild Rice WD Board of Directors departed the local
board in May and was replaced on the MAWD Board by
Lee Coe, a member of the Red Lake WD. We’d like to
send our best wishes to Warren and a big thank you for all
of his hard work serving his watershed district and the state
by his service on the MAWD Board.

Also, special thanks to Ray & Peg Bohn, and Jonathan
Bohn for all of their hard work this past year. We appreci-
ate their efforts and organizational skills.

I look forward to an excellent Annual Meeting program and
hope you all take advantage of the learning opportunities
that the Annual Meeting and Trade Show present to us as
managers and staff.

The past year has been very fulfilling for me personally and
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your president. I
have enjoyed working with the entire Board of Directors
and have appreciated the contributions they have made to
our organization.

By Barbara Haake
Watershed District News & Notes

MAWD 2010 Calendar of Events

Legislative Breakfast - March 18-19

Summer Tour - June 24-26
  Hosted by Nine Mile Creek Watershed District

Annual Meeting - December 2-4

Watershed DistrictAnniversaries - Congratulations!

5 years: Shell Rock River

10 years: Comfort Lake-Forest Lake

35 years: Sand Hill River

40 years: Buffalo Creek

Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek

50 years:

50+ High Island
Joe River
Two Rivers
Stockton-Rolling-Stone-Minnesota City

Coon Creek
Crooked Creek
Nine Mile Creek
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Marvin Brunsell
Clearwater River
Region II Term 2010
9701 Jeske Avenue NW
Annandale, MN  55302
320-274-5018(W)
320-274-5018(H)
Email:marv@lakedalelink.net

Craig Leiser
Brown’s Creek
Region III Term 2011
10300 Kismet Lane N
Stillwater, MN 55082-9447
651-439-4008 (O)
651-303-6545 (C)
Email: cleiser@aol.com

Barbara Haake
Rice Creek
Region III Term 2009
3024 County Road I
Moundsview, MN  55112
763-786-1022(H)
Email: trubador2@msn.com

Darrel Ellefson
Lac qui Parle-Yellow Bank
Region II Term 2011
1845 287th AVE
Dawson, MN  56232
320-598-3117 (O)
612-756-1898 (C)
Email: darrele@frontiernet.net

Roger Lake
Ramsey- Washington Metro
Region III Term 2010
2442 Jansen Ave.
White Bear Lake, MN  55110
651-777-3426(H)

2009 Board of Directors
Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts

Jerome Deal
Bois De Sioux
Region I Term 2011
1501 2nd Ave. So.
Wheaton, MN 56296
320-563-8377 (H)
320-815-2296 (C)
Email: bdswd@frontiernet.net

STAFF

RayBohn/PegBohn/JonBohn
540DiffleyRoad
St. Paul, MN  55123
Phone:651-452-8506
Fax:651-686-8679
Email: raybohnmga@aol.com
Web Page: www.mnwatershed.org

Roger Hanson
Sand Hill River
Region I Term 2010
24112 440th Street SW
Beltrami, MN 56517
218-926-5770(H)
Email:hansonr@gvtel.com

Larry Kuseske
Sauk River
Region II Term 2009
15809 145th Avenue
Villard, MN  56385
320-554-2535 (H)
Email: larsan@willmar.com

Lee Coe
Red Lake
Region 1 Term  2009
3948 Nebish Road NE
Tenstrike, MN  56683
218-243-2597 (H)
Email: leecoe@paulbunyan.net

OFFICERS President Barb Haake Vice President Larry Kuseske
Secretary Jerome Deal Treasurer Marvin Brunsell

The Minnesota Association of

Watershed Districts provides

educational opportunities,

information and training for

watershed district managers

and staff through annual tours,

meetings.
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2010 Calendar

MAWD Legislative Breakfast
and Day at the Capitol

March 10-11, 2010

MAWD Summer Tour

June 24-26, 2010

Hosted by Nine Mile Creek
Watershed District

MAWD Annual Meeting

& Trade Show
December 2-4, 2010

Minnesota Association of Wat ershed Districts
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
November 1, 2008 to October 31, 2009

11/ 1/ 2008 t o 10/ 31/ 2009
REVENUE

    Dues $         79,845
    Interest $              879
    Annual Meeting $         21,325
    Summer Tour $         10,235
    Legislative Breakfast $           4,628
    Trade Show Fees $         14,990
    ADA Training $          2,025
    Drainage Seminar $           3,075
    New Managers Training $           2,025

    Education/Training/Services $           5,420
TOTAL REVENUE $       146,247

EXPENDITURES
    Administration & Lobbying $ 70,317
    Lobbyist, Admin Expenses $            6,143

    Supplies & Equipment $               263
   Newsletter/Communications $               650
    Telephone $               766
    Directors/Committee PerDiem/Expenses $          19,992
    Directors Meeting Expenses $               567
    Payroll Taxes $               894
    Legal Fees $               440
    Accounting Fees $            4,720
    Watershed District Handbook $               719
    Liability Insurance $            1,475

    Website & Internet Expenses $            4,617
    Credit Card & Bank Charges $            1,750
    ADA Seminar Expenses $               816
    Trade Show Expenses $            9,300
    Annual Meeting Expenses $         18,566
    Summer Tour Expenses $         11,972
    Summer Tour Stipend $           1,000
    Legislative Breakfast Expenses $           4,005
    Educa tion/Training/Services $           4,739
    Drainage Seminar Expenses $           1,206
    New Managers Training Expenses $           1,331

     SUB TOTAL EXPENDITURES $       166,958
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $       166,958
REVENUE MOR THAN(LESS THAN)
EXPENDITURES $      (20,711)
YE 10/31/ 08_ BUDGET ACTIVITY:

    Deferred Fees $           4,835
    Deferred Expenses $           1,978

$           6,813
Subtotal $      (13,898)

BEGINNING CASH BALANCES $         85,681

ENDING CASH BALANCES $         71,783

    Printing

    Contingency

    Drainage Seminar Expenses
    Drainage Seminar Fees

    Advanced  Managers Training $           1,800

    Advanced Managers Training Expenses $              710
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Annual Meeting & Trade Show
December 4-6, 2008

Arrowwood Conference Center, Alexandria, MN

Legislative Breakfast & Day
at the Capitol
March 18-19, 2009

Over 550 watershed district managers, staff and key
partners attended the Annual Meeting in 2008 on the first
weekend in December. Annual Meeting & Trade Show
attendees were offered fourteen training seminars, two
technical sessions and over 50 Trade Show booths featur-
ing resources for watershed districts and organizations
involved in water management.
In addition to the Annual Meeting seminars, four pre-
conference seminars were offered on Thursday. They
included a drainage workshop, a watershed district admin-
istrators seminar, new manager orientation workshop and
an advanced manager workshop with over 130 total
participants for the day.
MAWD awards were presented for outstanding water-
shed district program and project and retiring managers
were honored.
For information on MAWD visit www.mnwatershed.org.

Watershed managers and staff gathered for a legisla-
tive briefing on Wednesday evening.  Speakers covered
proposed legislation and the status of each bill of
interest to watershed districts.

Thursday morning began with breakfast as Representa-
tives Kent Eken and Marty Seifert and Senator Keith
Langseth spoke about active legislation in their respec-
tive committees.

Managers and staff spent Thursday visiting with
legislators and educating them on the process of clean
water, flood damage reduction, drainage and wetland
restoration.
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MAWD Annual Events
Training & Education are the basis of MAWD annual events.

The MAWD Legislative Update can be
seen on pages 7-9 of this Annual

Report and at www.mnwatershed.org

Summer Tour - Hosted by Shell Rock River Watershed District
June 25-27, 2009

Managers and staff visited the Shell Rock River Watershed
District for the annual Summer Tour.

The Shell Rock River Watershed area is unique in that All
water in the watershed starts here. This watershed re-
ceives no water from anywhere else — local water quality
reflects local practices. The poor water quality of local
streams and lakes is the effect of direct and indirect
pollution within the watershed. All water drains to a com-
mon point - the Shell Rock River, which flows into the
Cedar, Iowa and Mississippi rivers.

Tour attendees visited carp management sites, a flood
mitigation site,  fish barier, shore reclamation, water moni-
toring sites, rain gardens and a ditch restoration site toured
Shell Rock River on the Pelican Breeze - a touring pon-
toon.

The Pelican Breeze tour of Albert Lea Lake was hosted by Shell
Rock River Watershed District.
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Nine Mile Creek Watershed District Commemorates
50 Years of Watershed Management
The Nine Mile Creek Watershed District celebrated its 50th

Anniversary in 2009.  Established in September, 1959, the

Nine Mile Creek Watershed District was one of the first

watershed districts estab-

lished in the State of

Minnesota.

To celebrate this significant

milestone, the Nine Mile

Creek Watershed District

commissioned award-

winning author Deborah

Morse-Kahn to research

and write a book on the

history of the Nine Mile

Creek Watershed and the

Watershed District.

The commemorative book

titled: The Nine Mile

Creek Watershed District

– Preserving Heritage

and Environment documents the early days and peoples

of the Nine Mile Creek watershed, the establishment of

the Nine Mile Creek Watershed District, and the efforts

and activities the Nine Mile Creek Watershed District has

implemented to preserve the unique heritage and natural

resources of the watershed.

In addition to the commemorative book, the Nine Mile

Creek Watershed District worked with the book’s author to

host a series of programs on the book and history of the

watershed.  The book and the program events were well

received and attended by residents throughout the Nine

Mile Creek Watershed.

The Nine Mile Creek Watershed District also hosted

several educational events in celebration of its 50th

Anniversary. The education events included a rain barrel

art contest, adopting a

segment of Highway

62 through the

MNDOT’s Adopt-A-

Highway program,

and a native garden-

ing/landscaping

competition.

The Nine Mile Creek

Watershed District

hosted a Fall Virtual

Tour and Celebration

Dinner on September

30, 2009, the District’s

establishment date.

The event was

attended by residents

of the watershed,

State agency staff, and representatives of each of the cities

within the Nine Mile Creek Watershed District.  Kevin

Bigalke, District Administrator, gave a virtual tour of the

District and the projects implemented by the District over

the past 50 years.

Ray Haik was the keynote speaker and talked about his

involvement in the development of watershed law in the

State of Minnesota.  The evening was capped off by the

Board of Water and Soil Resources presenting the Nine

Mile Creek Watershed District with an award recognizing

the Nine Mile Creek Watershed District for its efforts to

protect and improve the water resources of the Nine Mile

Creek Watershed.

Present and former managers of Nine Mile Creek Watershed District gathered to

accept a plaque from Jim Haertl of BWSR to commemorate the district’s 50th

anniversary.  From left, Bob Kojetin-Manager, Claire Bleser-Education/Outreach

Coordinator, Jim Haertl-BWSR, Kevin Bigalke-Administrator, managers LuAnn

Tolliver, Steve Kloiber, Corrine Lynch and Geoff Nash.
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